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1122 Saskatchewan Drive

Regina SK. S4P 0C4

306.525.1322

www.saskndp.ca

September 28, 2011
Judy Hannah, Chair

Disability Income Support Coalition

3031 Louise St.

SASKATOON SK S7J 4K9

Dear Ms. Hannah:

I am in receipt of the questions presented to David Forbes, Kevin Yates and me at our recent meeting, and as promised, I am pleased to respond on behalf of the Saskatchewan New Democratic Party.  While our platform will not formally be released for some time, I can provide the following information related to your questions:
· Should your party form the government after the election, what would you see as the future of SAID? 
Saskatchewan New Democrats care about people first, and we believe that all people of our Province deserve responsible and responsive government.  We recognize the importance of the Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability (SAID) program, and a New Democratic Party government would commit to increased levels of assistance through the Program. 

· How would you handle the remaining development and implementation work that has to be done for SAID?

The Saskatchewan New Democratic Party recognizes that the SAID program will take some time to be fully implemented.  A New Democratic Party government will continue working with stakeholders to ensure that full implementation takes place in a timely manner.
· What timelines would you see for the development of SAID?

We would increase the level of assistance in the first year of our first term in office.  In addition, we recognize that full implementation of the program needs to be speeded up, and we need to ensure that bureaucratic red tape is not slowing down the process.
· Would you carry on the existing collaborative process for the design and implementation of SAID?

The New Democratic Party recognizes the importance of a collaborative process fully involving those with disabilities, families, service agencies, and support groups in the future development of the SAID program.

· Would you see a role for PIAT and related sub-committees?

A New Democratic Party Government would see an important and continuing role for PIAT and related sub-committees in the continued development of SAID.

· In your policy document you note that you would “increase the levels of assistance provided through the Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability (SAID) program with the aim of providing sufficient support to citizens with disabilities”.  What do you mean by “sufficient”?

Sufficient support, both monetary and non-monetary, would allow people with disabilities to meet their cost of living and additional care needs, and to enjoy some “quality of life” expenditures.  Sufficient support would also allow people with disabilities to fully take part in their community and to live with dignity.
· Are you aware of the costs of disability? 

Aside from the usual costs of living incurred by all Saskatchewan people, people with disabilities often have monetary costs not experienced by other citizens.  These can range from such needs as supplementary diet items to mobility equipment or the hiring of assistants to help with the activities of daily living, to list only a few examples.

· How would you recognize these costs?

Along with our stakeholders, a New Democratic Party government would strive to develop the SAID program to incorporate enough individuality and flexibility to meet the varying needs of people with disabilities throughout their lives.

· We are asking for a $200/month increase for people living independently as a first step towards an adequate income.  What is your response to this position?

The New Democratic Party cares about people first, and we agree that an increase of $200 per month would be a good first step toward an adequate income for people living independently.
Again, thank you for meeting with my colleagues and me.  I look forward to the opportunity to work closely with your organization to provide positive change that benefits people with disabilities.
Sincerely,

[image: image2.png]WSaskatchewvwan
New Democrats




Dwain Lingenfelter

Leader
